
Biodiversity, 
without it we have no food.
What can we do to help?
We can plant for pollinators.
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for Rural Development and 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

What is Biodiversity? Biodiversity is all the different kinds of life you’ll find in 
one area—the variety of animals, plants, fungi, and even microorganisms like 
bacteria that make up our natural world. Each of these species and organisms work 
together in ecosystems, like an intricate web, to maintain balance and support all 
life.
So many people ask me, “What can we do to support Nature and Biodiversity?” 
One very important thing we have to do is to plant plants that support pollinators. 
Plant them in pots, window boxes, hedges, gardens, fields, allotments, grounds, 
farms, pitches, forests… Whatever you have,  plant it for pollinators with grasses, 
flowers, climbers, shrubs, bushes or trees. 
We all love having flowers and plants in our gardens but planting with pollinators 
in mind will not only ensure you have a beautiful garden, but you will also be 
helping with the huge challenge we have around protecting our biodiversity. When 
possible choose native species, Irish grown plants and only non-invasive species. 
Here are just some examples under different headings. 



Good Native Hedgerow Species for Pollinators: 
Hazel, Willow, Blackthorn, Hawthorn, Broom, Wild Cherry,    
Crab Apple, Elder, Rowan, WildRose, Guelder Rose, Ivy, Gorse  
Good Street Tree Species for Pollinators: 
Upright Hawthorn, Pillar Crab, Callery Pear, Rowan, Lime 
Good Open Space Tree Species for Pollinators: 
Horse Chestnut, Hawthorn, Apple, Wild Cherry, Bird Cherry,    
Flowering Cherry, Pear, Rowan, Willow, Lime
               

Good Bulb Species for Pollinators: 
Colchicum, Crocus, Eranthis, Galanthus, Muscari, Allium
Good Perennial Species for Pollinators:
Anemone, Aster, Campanula, Chrysanthemum, Dahlia,   
Salvia, Helleborus, Euphorbia, Yarrow, Chamomile,     
Aquilegia, Delphinium, Echinacea, Geranium, Daisy, Peony, Phlox
Good Annual Species for Pollinators: 

Snapdragon, Borage, Marigold, Cornflower, Sunflower,   
Heliotrope, Nicotiana, Poppy, Nasturtium, Verbena
Good Biennial Species for Pollinators:  
Wallflower, Hollyhock, Sweet William, Evening Primrose,   
Forget-me-not, Honesty, Canterbury bells
Good Climber Species for Pollinators: 
Clematis, Ivy, Honeysuckle, Morning glory, Climbing hydrangea, Jasmine



Good Shrub Species for Pollinators: 

Salix, Viburnum, Berberis, Cotoneaster, Hebe, Black & Redcurrant, Hyssop, 
Bay tree, Sage, Rosemary, Thyme
Plants you can grow from cuttings: 
Hazel, willow, currants, hydrangea, roses, fuchsia, lavender, buddleia, 
rosemary, geranium, guelder rose, honeysuckle
                     
Glossary:
Annual plants: complete their life cycle from being planted as a seed to 
flowering and producing seeds, within one growing season. It then dies and 
the seeds need to be planted again.

Biennial plants: take two years, generally in a temperate climate, to 
complete its life cycle. It grows leaves and roots in the first year and 
flowers produces seed and dies in the second year. Seeds need to be 
planted again. 

Ecosystem: a biological community of interacting organisms and their 
physical environment.

Habitat: A habitat is a natural place where plants and animals live and 
grow. It has everything that they need to survive. Habitats can be very 
large or very small.

Nature: the things of the physical world collectively, including plants, 
animals, the landscape, and other features and products of the earth, as 
opposed to humans or human creations.

Perennial plants: Live more than two years after they have been planted 
as a seed and can live many years.

Pollinators: are anything that helps carry pollen from one flower to another 
facilitating the fertilization of the plant so it can then produce fruits, seeds, 
and young plants. Pollinators include wind, water, insects and animals - such 
as bees, wasps, moths, butterflies, flies, birds and small mammals such as 
bats.

Shrub: A shrub (or bush), is a small- to medium-sized perennial woody 
plant.



In  Nov 2020, I presented a Green Party Motion on Biodiversity to the 
Seanad, that included the following description: 

“Nature and Biodiversity provide essential life supports to humans in 
a variety of ways, including through pollination of crops, regulation of 
water, air and soil quality, regulation of climate, provision of resources 
such as medicines and building materials, mitigation of natural disasters 
such as flooding, maintenance of options for the future, and opportunities 
for learning, inspiration, aesthetic appreciation, spiritual development 
and the improvement of mental and physical health.”

See the following websites for lots more on Biodiversity and Pollinators in 
Ireland and thanks to https://pollinators.ie/ and www.biodiversityireland.
ie for information
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